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# DATE LOCATIONS & NOTES 

 
1 

 
31st May 

Tobermory and cliff walk. Sunny day. Heard wood warblers. Flowers good, 
including melancholy thistle and bitter vetchling. 

 
2 

 
1st June 

Otter watch am – none seen. Heard report than no longer present in Salen 
Bay. Visited Glen Seilisdeir RSPB site and had outstanding views of white-
tailed eagles in flight and at the nest with two chicks. Saw short-eared owl en 
route. Lunch on south side of Loch na Keal with views of golden eagle feeding 
chick at nest. Ulva visit in the afternoon and evening meal at the 
Mediterranea restaurant. 

 
3 

 
2nd June 

Searched again for otters in Salen Bay before breakfast but only common 
seals present. To Staffa ferry via Loch na Keal where we had excellent views 
of yellow black spot and her mate sitting in a tree. At the same time golden 
eagles were displaying further away. Lovely fine day with a view of a male 
otter in the water as we set off in the boat. Staffa and Lunga lived up to all 
expectations with outstanding geology and scenery and seemingly increased 
numbers of puffins. 

 
4 

 
3rd June 

To Duart Castle where Sir Lachlan Maclean chatted to us. Another fine day 
with stunning views as we walked round the castle. Northern marsh orchids 
seen. Also visited plantation with native plants. Then to Loch Buie and walked 
via standing stones to the beach and church where a wedding had just 
finished and the guests were led out by a piper. Another sunny day! 

 
5 

 
4th June 

Early start to reach the 10.30 Iona ferry. Another fine day. Listened to 
corncrakes by the fire station then went our various ways. One of the group 
had a very close view of a corncrake. Several of the party walked to the north 
and/or east beaches. On our return drive watched a female hen harrier being 
harrassed by a pair of curlews.  

 
6 

 
5th June 

Drove up the west side of Loch Frisa. Stopped to look at sundew and 
butterwort then on to Dervaig village and church. Lunch at Calgary gallery 
then through the woods where sword-leaved helleborines were in full flower. 
Watched sand martins at their nests on the machair at Calgary Bay then 
drove to Treshnish Farm on the north west coast. Here we found greater 
butterfly, fragrant and other orchids and ended our walk at the cliffs where 
there were fine views of the islands in continuing sunny weather. 

7 6th June Short stop at Garmony point on way to the ferry where we had good views of 
arctic terns. Weather still fine! 

Fine weather throughout the week with no rain at all provided perfect conditions for the 
holiday. Bluebells and rhododendrons added splashes of colour at every turn, backed by 
mountains, blue seas and shimmering islands. Eagles and puffins appeared on cue and the 
group seemed to appreciate the varied programme of wildlife, scenery and history.  
 
Perhaps the highlights of the week were our visits to Staffa/Lunga and to Iona in perfect 
weather. We also had remarkable views of white-tailed eagles and golden eagles at their nests. 
Otters were less accommodating but one was seen reasonably well. Thirty two additional 
species were added to our previous plant list and four bees were found which have never 
previously been recorded on Mull.  
 
We were entertained by the Chief of the Clan Maclean at Duart Castle and by a piper-led 
procession at Lochbuie church. It is difficult to imagine a more perfect week on Mull! 
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MULL 2012: some highlights 

 

  

 

Top: Puffins (Mike Cook) 
Bottom row, l to r: Thrift (Mike Cook) and Bombus muscorum on Wood Bitter Vetch  
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 Family Procellariidae (Shearwaters)        
 Fulmar Fulmarus glacialis   x     

 Family Sulidae (Gannets)        
 Gannet Morus bassanus   x  x   

 Family Phalacrocoracidae (Cormorants)        
 Shag Phalacrocorax aristotelis x x x  x x x 

 Family Ardeidae (Herons)        
 Grey Heron Ardea cinerea  x x x x x  

 Family Anatidae (Swans, geese and ducks)        
 Mute Swan Cygnus olor x x x x x x  

 Canada Goose Branta Canadensis   x  x   

 Greylag Goose Anser anser x x x x x x  

 Shelduck Tadorna tadorna x x x x x x  

 Mallard Anas platyrhynchos x x x x   x 

 Eider Somateria mollissima x x   x   

 Red-breasted Merganser Mergus serrator x x  x  x  

 Family Accipitridae (Hawks and Eagles)        
 White-tailed Eagle Haliaeetus albicilla  x x     

 Golden Eagle Aquila chrysaetos  x x     

 Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus     x   

 Common Buzzard Buteo buteo x x x x x x  

 Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus   x     

 Family Falconidae (Falcons)        
 Kestrel Falco tinnunculus    x    

 Family Phasianidae (Pheasants and Partridges)        
 Pheasant Phasianus colchicus    x    

 Family Rallidae (Rails and Crakes)        
 Corncrake Crex crex     x   

 Family Himantopidae (Oystercatchers)        
 Oystercatcher Himantopus ostralegus x x x x x x  

 Family Scolopacidae (Sandpipers)        
 Snipe Gallinago gallinago  x      

 Curlew Numenius arquata  x x x x x  

 Redshank Tringa totanus      x  

 Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos  x x x x x  

 Family Charadriidae (Plovers)        
 Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula     x   

 Lapwing Vanellus vanellus  x x x  x  

 Family Stercorariidae (Skuas)        
 Great Skua Stercorarius skua  x  x x   

 Family Laridae (Gulls)        
 Common Gull Larus canus  x x x x x  

 Herring Gull Larus argentatus x x x x x x x 

 Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus   x x  x  

 Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus x  x x    

 Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla   x x x   

 Family Sternidae (Terns)        
 Arctic Tern Sterna paradisaea   x x x  x 

 Family Alcidae (Auks)        
 Puffin Fratercula arctica   x x    

 Black Guillemot Cepphus grylle  x x x    

 Guillemot Uria aalge   x x    
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 Razorbill Alca torda   x x    

 Family Columbidae (Pigeons and Doves)        
 Woodpigeon Columba palumbus  x      

 Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto  x x x x x x 

 Family Cuculidae (Cuckoos)        
 Cuckoo Cuculus canorus  x  x x   

 Family Strigidae (Owls)        
 Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus  x   x   

 Family Picidae (Woodpeckers)        
 Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major  x      

 Family Alaudidae (Larks)        
 Skylark Alauda arvensis   x   x x 

 Family Hirundinidae (Swallows and Martins)        
 Sand Martin Riparia riparia    x x   

 House Martin Delichon urbica x x x x x x x 

 Swallow Hirundo rustica  x  x x x x 

 Family Motacillidae (Pipits and Wagtails)        
 Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis  x x x x x  

 Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus x  x x x   

 Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba x x x x x x x 

 Family Troglodytidae (Wrens)        
 Wren Troglodytes troglodytes  x x x x x  

 Family Prunellidae (Accentors)        
 Dunnock Prunella modularis    x x x  

 Family Turdidae (Thrushes and Chats)        
 Robin Erithacus rubecula x x x x x x  

 Stonechat Saxicola torquata      x  

 Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe  x x x x x  

 Blackbird Turdus merula x x  x x x  

 Song Thrush Turdus philomelos x x x x  x x 

 Family Sylviidae (Warblers)        
 Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus     x   

 Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus     x   

 Whitethroat Sylvia communis     x x  

 Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla  x      

 Wood Warbler Phylloscopus sibilatrix x x x x    

 Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus x x x x x x  

 Family Muscicapidae (Flycatchers)        
 Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata  x x x    

 Family Aegithalidae (Long-tailed Tits)        
 Long-tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus  x      

 Family Paridae (Tits)        
 Coal Tit Parus ater  x      

 Blue Tit Parus caeruleus x x   x   

 Great Tit Parus major x x   x   

 Family Certhiidae (Treecreepers)        
 Treecreeper Certhia familiaris      x  

 Family Corvidae (Crows)        
 Jackdaw Corvus monedula     x   

 Rook Corvus frugilegus     x   

 Hooded Crow Corvus cornix x x x x x x x 

 Raven Corvus corax  x x x    
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 Family Sturnidae (Starlings)        
 Starling Sturnus vulgaris x x x x x   

 Family Passeridae (Sparrows)        
 House Sparrow Passer domesticus x x x x x x x 

 Family Fringillidae (Finches)        
 Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs x x  x x x  

 Greenfinch Carduelis chloris  x      

 Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis  x   x   

 Siskin Carduelis spinus  x  x x   

 Linnet Carduelis cannabina      x  

 Twite Carduelis flavirostris   x     

 Lesser Redpoll Carduelis cabaret  x x     

 Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula x       

 Family Emberizidae (Buntings)        
 Yellowhammer Emberiza citronella  x      

 
 LARGER MAMMALS        

 Family Leporidae (Rabbits and Hares)        
 Rabbit Oryctolagus cuniculus    x x   

 Family Phocidae (Seals)        
 Grey Seal Halichoerus grypus   x     

 Common Seal Phoca vitulina x x  x x   

 Family Mustelidae (Mustelids)        
 Otter Lutra lutra   x     

 Family Cervidae (Deer)        
 Red Deer Cervus elaphus    x x   

 Fallow Deer Dama dama    x    

 Family Bovidae (Cattle, sheep and goats)        
 Wild Goat Capra hircus     x   

 
 BUTTERFLIES        
 Small White Pieris rapae     x   

 Small Pearl-bordered Fritillary Boloria selene      x  

 Dark Green Fritillary Argynnis paphia      x  

 Small Heath Coenonympha pamphilus    x x x  

 
 OTHERS           
 Red-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lapidaries Calgary Beach. New to Mull 

 Moss Carder Bee Bombus muscorum Widespread 

 Garden Bumblebee Bombus hortorum Iona 

 White-tailed Bumblebee Bombus lucorum Iona 

 a solitary bee Lasioglossum albipes Iona 

 a solitary bee Lasioglossum fratellum Treshnish Farm. New to Mull 

 a solitary bee Colletes floralis Iona. New to Mull 

 a cuckoo bee Nomada marshamella Ulva. New to Mull 

 a solitary bee Andrena haemorrhoa Treshnish Farm 

 a drone fly Eristalis sp. Iona 

 a hoverfly Syritta pipiens Iona 

 a hoverfly Halophilus pendulus Iona 

 a hoverfly Eupeodes corolla Iona 

 a horsefly Chrysops relictus Dervaig Marsh 
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    Ferns and allied plants 
       Asplenium ruta-muraria Wall-rue 
       Asplenium trichomanes Maidenhair spleenwort 
       Athyrium filix-femina Lady fern 
       Blechnum spicant Hard fern 
       Eleocharis palustris Common spike-rush 
       Equisetum palustre Marsh horsetail 
       Equisetum sylvaticum Wood horsetail New 2012 Treshnish Farm 

     Pteridium aquilinum Bracken 
       

        Grasses, Sedges and rushes 
       Alopecurus pratensis Meadow fox-tail 
       Ammophila arenaria Marram grass 
       Anthoxanthum odoratum Sweet vernal grass 
       Arrhenatherum elatius False oat-grass 
       Brachypodium sylvaticum Wood false-brome 
       Carex arenaria Sand sedge 
       Carex echinata Star sedge 
       Carex flacca Glaucous sedge 
       Carex nigra Common sedge 
       Carex panicea Carnation sedge New 2012 Treshnish Farm 

     Carex rostrata Bottle Sedge New 2012 Dervaig 
     Carex sylvatica Wood sedge 

       Cynosurus cristatus Crested dog's tail 
       Dactylis glomerata Cock's-foot 
       Eriophorum angustifolium Common cotton-grass 
       Eriophorum vaginatum Hare's-tail cotton-grass 
       Festuca ovina agg. Sheep's fescue 
       Festuca rubra sens. lat. Red fescue 
       Holcus lanatus Yorkshire fog 
       Juncus effusus Soft rush 
       Luzula campestris Field wood-rush 
       Luzula sylvatica Great wood-rush 
       Molinia caerulea Purple moor-grass 
       

        Other flowering plants 
       Achillea millefolium Yarrow 
       Ajuga reptans Bugle 
       Alchemilla glabra  lady's mantle 
       Allium ursinum Ramsons 
       Alnus glutinosa Alder 
       Angelica sylvestris Wild angelica 
       Anthriscus sylvestris Cow parsley 
       Arctium minus sens. lat. Lesser burdock 
       Armeria maritima Thrift 
       Bellis perennis Daisy 
       Betula pendula Silver birch 
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Betula pubescens Downy birch 
       Calluna vulgaris Heather 
       Caltha palustris Marsh marigold 
       Cardamine flexuosa Wavy bitter-cress 
       Cardamine hirsuta Hairy bittercress New 2012 Duart 

     Cardamine pratensis Cuckoo flower 
       Centaurea nigra Common knapweed 
       Cephalanthera longifolia Sword-leaved helleborine 
       Cerastium fontanum Common mouse-ear 
       Chamerion angustifolia Rosebay willowherb 
       Circaea lutetiana Enchanter's nightshade 
       Cirsium heterophyllum Melancholy thistle New 2012 Tobermory 

     Cirsium palustre Marsh thistle 
       Cochleria anglica English scurvy-grass 
       Conopodium majus Pignut 
       Corylus avellana Hazel 
       Crataegus monogyna Hawthorn 
       Crepis vesicaria Beaked hawksbeard New 2012 Iona 

     Cymbalaria muralis Ivy-leaved toadflax New 2012 Iona 
     Dactlyorhiza purpurella Northern marsh orchid 

       Dactylorhiza maculata Heath spotted orchid 
       Daucus carota Wild carrot New 2012 Iona 

     Digitalis purpurea Foxglove 
       Drosera rotundifolia Round leaved sundew 
       Epilobium brunnescens New Zealand Willowherb New 2012 Treshnish Farm 

     Epilobium montanum Broad-leaved willowherb 
       Erica cinerea Bell heather 
       Erodium cicutarium agg. Common stork's-bill 
       Euphrasia officinalis agg. an eyebright 
       Fagus sylvatica Beech 
       Filipendula ulmaria Meadowsweet 
       Foeniculum vulgare Fennel New 2012 Iona 

     Fragaria vesca Wild strawberry 
       Fraxinus excelsior Ash 
       Galium aparine Cleavers 
       Galium odoratum Woodruff 
       Galium saxatile Heath bedstraw 
       Galium verum Lady's bedstraw 
       Geranium lucidum Shining cranesbill New 2012 Iona and Dervaig 

     Geranium molle Dove's-foot crane's-bill 
       Geranium robertianum Herb-robert 
       Geum rivale Water avens 
       Geum urbanum Wood avens 
       Glaux maritima Sea milkwort New 2012 Lochbuie 

     Glechoma hederacea Ground-ivy 
       Gymnadenia conopsea Fragrant orchid New 2012 Treshnish Farm 

     Hedera helix Ivy 
       Hesperis matronalis Dame's violet 
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Hyacinthoides non-scripta Bluebell 
       Hypericum androsaemum Tutsan 
       Hypericum pulchrum Slender St John's-wort 
       Hypochaeris radicata Common catsear New 2012 Iona 

     Iris pseudacorus Yellow iris 
       Lamium hybridum Cut-leaved dead-nettle New 2012 Iona 

     Lathyrus linifolius (montanus) Bitter vetchling New 2012 Tobermory and Ulva 
     Lathyrus pratense Meadow vetchling 

       Leontodon saxatilis Lesser hawkbit 
       Leucanthemum vulgare Oxeye daisy 
       Lonicera periclymenum Honeysuckle 
       Lotus corniculatus Common bird's-foot-trefoil 
       Lychnis flos-cuculi Ragged robin New 2012 Duart and Iona 

     Lysimachia nemorum Yellow pimpernel 
       Matricaria discoidea Pineapple weed New 2012 Iona 

     Meconopsis cambrica Welsh poppy 
       Melampyrum pratense Common cow-wheat 
       Mercurialis perennis Dog's mercury 
       Myosotis scorpioides Water forget-me-not New 2012 Duart 

     Myrica gale Bog myrtle 
       Oenanthe crocata Hemlock water-dropwort 
       Oxalis acetosella Wood sorrel 
       Pedicularis palustris Marsh lousewort New 2012 Treshnish Farm 

     Pedicularis sylvatica Lousewort 
       Pilosella officinarum Mouse-ear hawkweed 
       Pinguicula vulgaris Butterwort 
       Plantago coronopus Buck's-horn plantain 
       Plantago lanceolata Ribwort plantain 
       Plantago major Greater plantain 
       Plantago maritima Sea plantain 
       Platanthera chlorantha Greater butterfly orchid New 2012 Treshnish Farm 

     Polygala serpyllifolia Heath milkwort 
       Potentilla anserina Silverweed 
       Potentilla erecta Tormentil 
       Primula vulgaris Primrose 
       Prunella vulgaris Selfheal 
       Prunus spinosa Blackthorn 
       Pseudorchis albida Small white orchid New 2012 Treshnish Farm 

     Ranunculus acris Meadow buttercup 
       Ranunculus bulbosus Bulbous buttercup 
       Ranunculus ficaria Lesser celandine 
       Ranunculus flammula Lesser spearwort 
       Ranunculus repens Creeping buttercup 
       Rorippa nasturtium-aquaticum Water cress New 2012 Iona 

     Rosa pimpinellifolia Burnet rose 
       Rubus fruticosus agg. Bramble 
       Rubus idaeus Raspberry 
       Rubus spectabilis False salmonberry 
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Rumex acetosa Common sorrel 
       Rumex acetosella Sheep's sorrel New 2012 Treshnish Farm etc 

     Rumex crispus Curled dock New 2012 Iona 
     Sagina procumbens Procumbent pearlwort 

       Salix cinerea Grey willow 
       Salix repens Creeping willow 
       Salsoli kali Prickly saltwort New 2012 Lochbuie 

     Sambucus nigra Elder 
       Sanicula europaea Sanicle 
       Scutellaria galericulata Skullcap New 2012 Lochbuie 

     Sedum acre Biting stonecrop 
       Sedum anglicum English stonecrop 
       Sedum rosea Roseroot 
       Senecio jacobaea Ragwort 
       Silene dioica Red campion 
       Sorbus aucuparia Rowan 
       Spergula arvensis Corn spurrey New 2012 Lochbuie stone circle  

     Stachys sylvatica Hedge woundwort 
       Stellaria holostea Greater stitchwort 
       Symphytum x uplandicum Russian comfrey New 2012 Iona 

     Taraxacum agg. Dandelion 
       Teucrium scorodonia Wood sage 
       Thalictrum minus Lesser meadow rue 
       Thymus polytrichus Wild thyme 
       Trifolium dubium Lesser trefoil 
       Trifolium pratense Red clover 
       Trifolium repens White clover 
       Ulex europaeus Gorse 
       Ulmus glabra Wych elm 
       Urtica dioica Common nettle 
       Valeriana officinalis Common valerian 
       Valerianella locusta Common cornsalad New 2012 Calgary beach 

     Veronica arvensis Wall speedwell 
       Veronica beccabunga Brooklime 
       Veronica chamaedrys Germander speedwell 
       Veronica officinalis Heath speedwell 
       Veronica serpyllifolia Thyme-leaved speedwell 
       Vicia orobus Wood bitter vetch New 2012 Treshnish Farm 

     Vicia sepium Bush vetch 
       Viola canina Heath violet New 2012 Treshnish Farm 

     Viola riviniana Wood dog violet 
        


